354*      VISIT TO THE CISTERNS OF SOLOMON,
We passed also, in the course of our route,
the village of Beit Safafa, where the inhabitants
consist of both Mohammedans and Christians ;
but from the ignorance and stupidity of our
guide, our road was altogether " a wandering,"
and not followed in the common track.
Our approach to the village of Ain Kareem,
was from the eastward, and, over a steep descent,
where we were obliged to dismount, and go
down on foot. We proceeded to the Latin con-
vent of St. Giovanni, which occupies nearly the
centre of the town, and here we were well re-
ceived. After the refreshment of a cup of coffee,
we walked on the terrace, to enjoy a more com-
manding view of the surrounding scenery.
The village is seated in the hollow of a deep
valley, and has on all sides some portions of cul-
tivated and garden land.    To the north is seen
the village of Kalioon', through yvhich we passed
on our road from Jaffa to Jerusalem.   From
thence to this village there is a deep ravine,
through which  runs the torrent or brook of
Elah, giving its name to the valley.1*   It was
here that David is thought to have gathered the
pebbles with which he slew the great Goliath,
as the valley of Elah was the scene of .that
event.   The village of Kalioon stands on the
west, and Ain Kareem on the east of this
See 1 Samuel, xvii.